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or have special needs: Provided further, That,
notwithstanding any other provision of law,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall give
priority funding for the provision of basic
medical benefits to veterans in enrollment
priority groups 1 through 6: Provided further,
That, notwithstanding any other provision
of law, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
may authorize the dispensing of prescription
drugs from Veterans Health Administration
facilities to enrolled veterans with privately
written prescriptions based on requirements
established by the Secretary: Provided fur-
ther, That the implementation of the pro-
gram described in the previous proviso shall
incur no additional cost to the Department
of Veterans Affairs: Provided further, That for
the Department of Defense/Department of
Veterans Affairs Health Care Sharing Incen-
tive Fund, as authorized by section 8111(d) of
title 38, United States Code, a minimum of
$15,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, for any purpose authorized by sec-
tion 8111 of title 38, United States Code.
MEDICAL SUPPORT AND COMPLIANCE

For necessary expenses in the administra-
tion of the medical, hospital, nursing home,
domiciliary, construction, supply, and re-
search activities, as authorized by law; ad-
ministrative expenses in support of capital
policy activities; and administrative and
legal expenses of the Department for col-
lecting and recovering amounts owed the De-
partment as authorized under chapter 17 of
title 38, United States Code, and the Federal
Medical Care Recovery Act (42 U.S.C. 2651 et
seq.): $4,400,000,000, plus reimbursements, of
which $250,000,000 shall be available until
September 30, 2010.

MEDICAL FACILITIES

For necessary expenses for the mainte-
nance and operation of hospitals, nursing
homes, and domiciliary facilities and other
necessary facilities of the Veterans Health
Administration; for administrative expenses
in support of planning, design, project man-
agement, real property acquisition and dis-
position, construction, and renovation of any
facility under the jurisdiction or for the use
of the Department; for oversight, engineer-
ing, and architectural activities not charged
to project costs; for repairing, altering, im-
proving, or providing facilities in the several
hospitals and homes under the jurisdiction of
the Department, not otherwise provided for,
either by contract or by the hire of tem-
porary employees and purchase of materials;
for leases of facilities; and for laundry serv-
ices, $5,029,000,000, plus reimbursements, of
which $350,000,000 shall be available until
September 30, 2010: Provided, That $300,000,000
for non-recurring maintenance provided
under this heading shall be allocated in a
manner not subject to the Veterans Equi-
table Resource Allocation.

MEDICAL AND PROSTHETIC RESEARCH

For necessary expenses in carrying out
programs of medical and prosthetic research
and development as authorized by chapter 73
of title 38, United States Code, $500,000,000,
plus reimbursements, to remain available
until September 30, 2010.

NATIONAL CEMETERY ADMINISTRATION

For necessary expenses of the National
Cemetery Administration for operations and
maintenance, not otherwise provided for, in-
cluding uniforms or allowances therefor;
cemeterial expenses as authorized by law;
purchase of one passenger motor vehicle for
use in cemeterial operations; hire of pas-
senger motor vehicles; and repair, alteration
or improvement of facilities under the juris-
diction of the Department, $240,000,000, of
which not to exceed $20,000,000 shall be avail-
able until September 30, 2010.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Com-
mittee will rise informally.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PERLMUTTER) assumed the chair.

FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE
SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate had passed without
amendment a concurrent resolution of
the House of the following title:

H. Con. Res. 398. Concurrent resolution
providing for a conditional adjournment of
the House of Representatives and a condi-
tional recess or adjournment of the Senate.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Committee will resume its sitting.

————

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND
VETERANS AFFAIRS APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2009

The Committee resumed its sitting.
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The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk
will read.
The Clerk read as follows:
DEPARTMENTAL ADMINISTRATION
GENERAL OPERATING EXPENSES

For necessary operating expenses of the
Department of Veterans Affairs, not other-
wise provided for, including administrative
expenses in support of Department-Wide cap-
ital planning, management and policy activi-
ties, uniforms, or allowances therefor; not to
exceed $25,000 for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses; hire of passenger
motor vehicles; and reimbursement of the
General Services Administration for security
guard services, and the Department of De-
fense for the cost of overseas employee mail,
$1,801,867,000: Provided, That expenses for
services and assistance authorized under
paragraphs (1), (2), (5), and (11) of section
3104(a) of title 38, United States Code, that
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs determines
are necessary to enable entitled veterans: (1)
to the maximum extent feasible, to become
employable and to obtain and maintain suit-
able employment; or (2) to achieve maximum
independence in daily living, shall be
charged to this account: Provided further,
That the Veterans Benefits Administration
shall be funded at not less than $1,473,753,000:
Provided further, That of the funds made
available under this heading, not to exceed
$75,000,000 shall be available for obligation
until September 30, 2010: Provided further,
That from the funds made available under
this heading, the Veterans Benefits Adminis-
tration may purchase (on a one-for-one re-
placement basis only) up to two passenger
motor vehicles for use in operations of that
Administration in Manila, Philippines.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS

For necessary expenses for information
technology systems and telecommunications
support, including developmental informa-
tion systems and operational information
systems; including pay and associated cost;
for the capital asset acquisition of informa-
tion technology systems, including manage-
ment and related contractual costs of said
acquisitions, including contractual costs as-
sociated with operations authorized by sec-
tion 3109 of title 5, United States Code,
$2,492,066,000, plus reimbursements, to be
available until September 30, 2010: Provided,
That none of these funds may be obligated
until the Department of Veterans Affairs
submits to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress, and such
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Committees approve, a plan for expenditure
that: (1) meets the capital planning and in-
vestment control review requirements estab-
lished by the Office of Management and
Budget; (2) complies with the Department of
Veterans Affairs enterprise architecture; (3)
conforms with an established enterprise life
cycle methodology; and (4) complies with the
acquisition rules, requirements, guidelines,
and systems acquisition management prac-
tices of the Federal Government: Provided
further, That within 30 days of enactment of
this Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall submit to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress a re-
programming base letter which provides, by
project, the costs included in this appropria-
tion.

AMENDMENT NO. 11 OFFERED BY MR. GARRETT

OF NEW JERSEY

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr.
Chairman, I have an amendment at the
desk.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Is there ob-
jection to returning to that point in
the reading?

There was no objection.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk
will designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Amendment No. 11 offered by Mr. GARRETT
of New Jersey:

Page 36, line 5, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $18,018,000)"’.

Page 41, line 22, after the dollar amount,
insert “‘(increased by $18,018,000)"’.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The gen-
tleman is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr.
Chairman, I often come to the floor,
and I often preface my remarks when I
have an amendment, saying that I
come to the floor tonight with a com-
monsense amendment. Quite candidly,
I think that is more than apropos when
I speak about what I'm here to speak
about tonight.

My amendment simply does this: It
seeks to increase the funds for State
veterans homes, and it does so in the
amount of $18 million. From where
does it get the money? Well, it does so
by reducing the administrative ex-
penses by a mere less than 1 percent,
and that’s a critical number, less than
1 percent. We believe that within that
over billion dollar line that there is
more than enough aptitude for going in
and for finding less than 1 percent of
additional funds that we could take out
and put to a worthy cause such as to-
ward our State veterans homes.

Today, there are 126 State extended
care facilities. They’re extended across
all 50 States and in Puerto Rico as
well. These veterans homes care for
nearly 30,000 of our Nation’s heroes.
The number of veterans requiring care
will continue to increase as service-
members return from Iraq and Afghani-
stan.

Currently, there is a backlog, a huge,
extensive backlog of projects waiting
for funds. Now, many of these projects
on this waiting list are critical for pro-
viding veterans with a healthy and se-
cure environment. In fact, of the al-
most 200 projects waiting for Federal
funds, nearly half of them are classi-
fied as priority 1.
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